CHAPTER XI
SON OF THE SOIL

'"PHE man who had heroically conquered the dif-
J- ficulties of Renala did not win through the
great trials of his life because he had a dowser's wand
in his hand, and sensed his way to victory. He was
able to achieve what to others appeared unimagin-
able, because he had very definite ideas on agricul-
ture, matured by experience. It might almost be said
that he had a " theory of agriculture ", to which he
referred all the problems of the land as they occurred.

Ganga Ram was always acutely conscious of the
pivotal position agriculture held in India, which
affected not thousands but millions, and he always
saw his own comparatively small experiments in the
light of the greater whole.

Night and day he had laboured on his land, and
he had seen the agony of the Indian peasant in his
everyday life. He had seen the fear that came on
tfoeir faces when they heard of the day when the
Revenue Officer was due to arrive. He knew how
they dreaded the shame and distress that were the
inevitable accompaniments of the collection of Land
Revenue,